

COUNCIL CONSERVATION COMMITTEE


       BLUE RIDGE MOUNTAINS COUNCIL – BSA



    MEETING NOTES – 13 MARCH 2010

PRESENT:  Mark Alley,  Dan Brown, Joey Fagan,  Dave Foster,   Bob Garst,  David Hancock,  Jeff Marion,  Bill Shiner,  Graham Simmerman, Lee Spradlin,  Jim Zinck.


Guest: Tye Kirkner, Pulaski County Erosion and Sedimentation Control Officer.

TASK GROUP REPORTS:


CULTURAL RESOURCES.



A student at Roanoke College (under Dr. Whitney Leeson) is composing the commentary for a series of interpretive signs to be posted at the King Ranch area.  Dr. Leeson is also finalizing a report detailing what she and her students found during an archeological study of the King Ranch area.



Graham Simmerman, Jr. has done some research on the BRSR area, with particular emphasis on the iron industry and road r/w within the Reservation.  Graham, Sr. feels we need to focus some attention on the road r/w from Powhatan to Hiwassee and one along Burke’s Run.  Graham, Jr. also recommends we GPS iron industry, old farmsteads, and perhaps moonshine still sites within the reservation.  He also felt we need to interview residents of the area who have ties to the iron industry (for information and photos).  He also recommends we take a look at the upstream area of Little Laurel Creek which suffered extreme siltation during the iron industry period materially altering its natural flow – perhaps initiate a restoration of the stream.



James Fitchum who is the founder of BRPI, a paranormal investigation organization, has requested permission to enter the BRSR to investigate reported sightings of confederate soldiers along the southern boundary of the Reservation. He is also interested other paranormal sightings that we may be aware of within the area.  Greg has indicated our willingness for him to work through Charlie Stultz to investigate the sightings.


HAZARD TREE



Dan Brown reported the chainsaw training earlier this year did not include the hazard tree section due to bad weather.  Hopefully, this can be provided during the next training session.


OUTDOOR ETHICS/ LNT



Jeff Marion reported on the LNT Master Educator’s Course.  Details in the Ridge Runner.  Any committee members interested should contact him or Greg.


SOILS AND GEOLOGY



Tye Kirkner, Pulaski County Erosion and Sedimentation Control Officer indicated he was pleased with the cooperation given by the scouts at the Aquatics Base and appreciative of Charlie Stultz’s cooperation over the past.  He thought there were some areas where we could improve and will forward them to Bill for consideration.  He recommended we send a staff member to the Landscape Disturber Certification Course and make sure anyone operating soil disturbance equipment on the Reservation is  certified in soil disturbance.  The Pulaski County ordinance (based on the state regulations) is available on the Pulaski County website (www.pulaskicounty.org).



The committee voted to recommend to the Council that one or more of the BRSR staff attends the certification course.  Mr. Kirkner will send Bill information on the courses being offered.



Some questions arose regarding erosion concerns with our timber operations and shower/latrine construction.  Timber operations are governed by DOF regulations and shower/latrine construction by health department regs.


SUMMER CAMP PROGRAM



We now have draft lesson plans for all the conservation and nature merit badges except Space Exploration.  Anyone interested in drafting Space Exploration let Bill know.



Nature staff training this year may be difficult due to a number of factors.  We will update this at our June 12 meeting.


TRAIL AND CAMPSITE MANAGEMENT



Trailmaster weekend set for April 9 – 11.  We need to encourage units to attend.  Let Dan Brown know if you can assist him during the weekend – HE NEEDS HELP.


WILDLIFE  



Discussion of the Hunting Regulations Task Force report and the potential for bear hunting on the BRSR were delayed until the June 12 meeting.



The Bear Management Plan was approved.  Jeff Marion will tweak some of the content before it is published.  Our thanks to Jeff and the task force who drafted the plan.



Jeff recommended we promote the use of bear resistant containers in campsites by using unit trailers or boxes.  He also recommend the use of five-gallon tubs with  screw tops for canoe treks and as individual tent containers.  Jeff will send Bill the details to be included in the Ridge Runner.



John Copeland will work on the fish management plans for Ottari and Powhatan lakes later this year.



Joey recommended we maintain the moratorium on caving due to Bat WNS.  It appears it may be spreading.  A federal study is underway to ascertain the current status. 



The Cougar Management Plan was approved with the inclusion of a caveat that cougars are not known to exist in Virginia and the plan will be “on hold” until the presence of cougar in the BRSR area is confirmed and presents a potential threat to campers.

UPDATES:


Gypsy Moth – Jim Zinck reported the “Slow the Spread” program seems to be helping with little apparent spread last year.  But the need for vigilance and aggressive control actions remain.  We still need to vigorously implement the provisions of our Gypsy Moth Management Plan.  We also need to be continuously aware of other potential pests, such as the Emerald Ash Borer, which are often moved in firewood.


Hornaday Awards – Two scouts are actively working on the Silver Medal.  We need to find ways to make scouts and unit leaders more aware of the awards, particularly that the use of a conservation-oriented Eagle project may also qualify the scout for the Hornaday Badge.


BRSR Resource Guides -  We currently have 8 resource guides, 7 currently available and one awaiting potential revisions.  The 7 are currently posted on the committee website:



A-1.  Resource Project Plan and EIA Guidelines.



A-2.  Environmental Area Adoption. 



A-3.  Environmental Briefing Guidelines.



A-4.  Special Permit Procedures.



A-5  Trail Design and Maintenance.



A-6. Wildlife Guide for Campers and Leaders (under revision)



A-7.  Hazard Tree Analysis



A-8  Drainage Practices for Soil Conservation.


Committee Website –is up and running and chocked full of great stuff.  We still need several committee members to provide us with the personal information they would like posted under their name in the committee section (and a photo).


Conservation Plan – The 2010 – 2015 Plan was approved for presentation to the Council.  It contains no policy changes.  It updates the committee membership and adds several references and appendices as well as a few editorial corrections.  In 2010 – 2011, we need to concentrate in completing the appendices to Part I – Ecosystem Management Plan and draft Part II – Conservation Program Plan.  Work also needs to continue on Part III – Guide to the Natural and Cultural Resources of the BRSR.


NOTE:  Several of the updates on the agenda were deferred.  These updates will be sent to committee members via a special email.

OTHER MATTERS/ISSUES


Resource Ramble.  We will not sponsor a resource ramble this year.  Hopefully RR IV will be scheduled in 2011.


Meeting Dates.   Remaining 2010 meetings:  June 12 (at Powhatan), October 9 (TBA).  2011 meetings:  March 12 (Ottari),  June 11 (Powhatan), October 8 (TBA)    
.  

