
        COUNCIL CONSERVATION COMMITTEE


      BLUE RIDGE MOUNTAINS COUNCIL – BSA




MEETING NOTES – 14 MARCH 2009

PRESENT:  Mark Alley, Dan Brown, Jim Chamberlain, Dave Foster, Greg Harmon, 


        Tom Greene, Jeff Marion, Russ McDaniel, Barry Robinson, Bill Shiner,   


        Graham Simmerman, Betsy Stinson, Charlie Stultz, Jim Zinck.

GUEST:  Jim Tennant.

TASK GROUP REPORTS

Cultural Resources:  

1. King Ranch house in process of renovation to serve as Property Superintendent’s home.
           
                              

Forestry and Fire Management: 

1. Timber operations remain underway.  Little work done since the first of the year due to the weather.

2. Fire Management Plan in final stages – Steve incorporating new VA DOF measures into the plan.  

Hazard Tree:  No report.

Non-timber Forest Products:  

1. Jim is rethinking the potential for NTFP on the reservation.

2. Bill will email results of Resource Rambles to the committee.

Real Estate: 

3. Council property swap along the Little River fell through but Council is still interested in the land.

4. Greg working on a proposal to invite our adjoining landowners to camp for a picnic and “get to know us” orientation.

Soils and Geology:
1. Work is underway to repair the road accessing the Adirondaks at Powhatan.

Summer Camp Program: 

1. Camp nature staff orientation sessions not feasible this year.  Need to concentrate on preparing lesson plans for merit badges.  Bill to determine needed LP’s and ask individuals to write them.   

2. Greg preparing a bear aware program for presentation one evening during each week of camp. 

3. It appears we may be able to initiate a recycling program for steel cans and cardboard this summer (Greg working on this).

Trail and Campsite Management:  

1. Trailmaster weekend set for April 3 – 5.  The BRMC Trail Conservation Award program and patch will be initiated during the weekend.   Dan needs assistance for the weekend – contact him if you can help.        

2. Kyle Marion completed a draft of the new BRSR map based on GIS data (the draft map was reviewed and revisions noted following the meeting) Jeff was asked to thank Kyle for his work on the map.  

Wildlife: 

1. Jeff discussed the draft Bear Management Plan that had been emailed to the committee.  Comments regarding it should be sent to Jeff as soon as possible.  Jeff felt the plan should perhaps include other aspects of potential wildlife concerns.  Since Jim Parkhurst is in the process of revising the current Wildlife Plan, it was felt these concerns were covered. Jeff will call another meeting of the Bear Management committee to review the plan and recommended revisions.  

2. Joey presented the need to notify scout units regarding Bat white nose syndrome and the DGIF moratorium on entering bat caves until after April 15.  DGIF and other agencies are researching the problem and may issue new restrictions in the coming months.  Joey will prepare an announcement for use in the Ridgerunner.  Jim Tennant reinforced Joey’s request for notification of scout units and requested our support for efforts to mitigate the Bat WNS in Virginia caves.   

3. We are looking into preparing a fish plan for the lakes in Powhatan and Ottari.

Special Programs:  

1. Russ is looking into a proposed Cub Family Camp focusing on nature and conservation, possibly for next year,  

2. Greg is working on setting up another Master Leave No Trace Course.  

3. Charlie indicated the DGIF is planning a fish day program for Pulaski area kids – Greg to assist. 

GYPSY MOTH UPDATE:  Jim indicated Pulaski County is now in the quarantine area and we will have to work through the county GM coordinator to qualify for assistance.  Greg is to check with the county regarding their appointment of a GM coordinator, Jim also reinforced the need to implement our GM management plan with particular emphasis on restricting the movement of firewood into or out of the Reservation.  Greg to revise our information sheet for BRSR users.

CONSERVATION EASEMENT UPDATE:  Greg passed out a statement from Dan Johnson regarding action taken by the council to move on our easement proposal.  Council President Gary Armbrister has appointed a Task Force to review and consider the conservation committee’s recommendation regarding the easement.  The council executive committee has approved taking bids to appraise the property.

LEAD ISSUE UPDATE:  Bill distributed a letter from Dave Clark, chair of the Council Shooting Sports Committee, regarding the lead issue.  Members who wish to comment on Dave’s proposals should send them to Bill as soon as possible.

RESOURCE RAMBLE UPDATE: RR III will be held on August 29.  Bill to prepare details.

TREE NURSERY:  Barry presented information regarding the proposed tree nursery for the BRSR. Concerns regarding the cost and necessary maintenance of a tree nursery were discussed.  Bill appointed a Task Group of Barry (chair), Jim Chamberlain, and Greg to look into the best means to provide a supply of trees for use on the Reservation. 

HORNADAY AWARDS UPDATE:  Two scouts are currently working toward the Hornaday medals.  Russ is Conservation Advisor for William O’Brochta and Mark Alley is conservation advisor for Michael Harding.  *Bill asked members to recommend qualified individuals for the Gold Badge.

CONSERVATON PLAN UPDATE:  Several additional appendices are currently in preparation.  When drafted, they will be sent out to the committee for review and comment. 

OUTDOOR ETHICS ADVOCATE:  Still searching for a Scouter to fill this position.

CONSERVATON COMMITTEE WEBSITE:  Members urged to review the site (BRMC site – camping – BRSR – conservation committee) and provide or update personal data as well as recommend additional information to be posted.

NEXT MEETING: JUNE 6, 2009, CROY CENTER, CAMP OTTARI.

