

COUNCIL CONSERVATION COMMITTEE


        BLUE RIDGE MOUNTAINS COUNCIL – BSA



        MEETING NOTES – 12 JUNE 2010




        CAMP POWHATAN

PRESENT:  Dan Brown, Joey Fagan, Dave Foster, Bob Garst, Greg Harmon,


          Russ McDaniel, Bill Shiner 

TASK GROUP REPORTS:


CULTURAL RESOURCES – Greg reported a student from Roanoke College is currently working on a report on the history of Radford Iron and Coke.  She has already turned up some interesting information.  Her report will provide the information for the interpretive sign to be prepared for placement at the Camp Powhatan entrance near the iron furnace.  Another student is currently compiling the data from the Roanoke College study of the King Ranch area under the direction of Dr. Whitney Leeson. 


FORESTRY AND FIRE MANAGEMENT – Greg reported a couple of problems have arisen with our timber cut in the Huff Farm area.  Our logger , Ben Martin, was cited by DOF for failure to follow Best Management Practices.  He has taken action to rectify that situation.  It appears several prime oaks have been poached in the area.  The area was supposed to be a select cut, but appears to be more of a clear cut.  We had approved John Cheynet’s recommendation that Ben be allowed to select the trees to be cut.  Unfortunately, this apparently has not worked out, so we have asked John to mark trees for future cutting. 


HAZARD TREE  - Due to the weather, hazard tree training did not occur during the chain saw training session as anticipated .  The need for this training remains quite obvious.  There is also a need for those assigned to remove trees from developed areas to coordinate with someone knowledgeable in hazard tree removal.


NON-TIMBER FOREST PRODUCTS – No report.


OUTDOOR ETHICS/LNT – The LNT Master Course went well with 12 participants.


REAL ESTATE – A tract on the south boundary of the BRSR may become available soon.  Greg is following up on it.  


SOILS AND GEOLOGY - The soil erosion plan developed by Tom Greene and David Hancock provides numerous conservation project needs.


SUMMER CAMP PROGRAM -  Concern over merit badge instruction remains high within the committee.  With only 5 hours to “teach” a merit badge and cover all the requirements, a sound, well thought out lesson plan is a necessity.  The committee has produced draft lesson plans for most of the nature and environmental MB’s.  These need to be tested and revised as needed.  Staff expertise to “teach” merit badges is often weak or absent which makes the lesson plans even more important.  Efforts to use committee members to meet with the staff assigned to “teach” selected merit badges have not, todate, proven effective (for a variety of reasons).  Suggestions to assist with this problem include enlisting committee members to “teach” part or all of as merit badge for a week; enlisting qualified leaders accompanying units to camp  to “teach” a merit badge during their week in camp;  the development of on-line training for camp staff that they can accessed prior to their arrival on site; and a mandatory self study program for staff that is to be completed prior to camp.  Committee members are encouraged to suggest other means that merit badge instruction may be improved to Bill or Greg.


TRAIL AND CAMPSITE MANAGEMENT – Dan and Dave reported on trail work completed recently and feel trails are currently in good shape..  Need to develop priorities for next year’s trail work needs.  Dave suggested that trail work in the distant backcounty areas should be programmed for one to two days to avoid costly downtime hiking to and from the sites.  Greg will look into the possibility of organizing an OA trail crew that can be trained and available for trail work. The Trailmaster weekend has not been well attended – Dan needs ideas to increase participation.



Dan reported campsites are in need of an assessment to ascertain needs.


WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES – A discussion of the Hunting Task Force report and bear hunting was delayed to our October meeting.  John Copeland has begun the inventory of fish in our lakes as a precursor of preparing management plans for the lakes. Jim Parkhurst has completed the revision of the Wildlife Guide for Campers and Leaders at the BRSR which is designated as BRSR Resource Guide A-6.  Many thanks to Jim for this needed revision. 


SPECIAL PROGRAMS - We will not hold a Resource Ramble this year – Individuals and groups will be invited to visit the Reservation at their convenience to continue their inventories or initiate new ones.

UPDATES

HORNADAY AWARDS – The committee approved the application of Troop 197 of Wytheville for the Unit Award (motion – Bob Garst, second – Russ McDaniel, unanimous vote.)



William O’Brochta has completed his projects for the Silver Medal and will be submitting his application shortly (Russ McDaniel, Conservation Advisor).



Michael Hancock is continuing to work on his projects (David Hancock, Conservation Advisor)


GYPSY MOTH – Jim Zinck reported (via email) that there was “nothing much to report re: GM”.  Pulaski County remains in the Quarantine Zone and  we should continue to follow the protocol outlined in our GM management plan.


CONSERVATION PROPOSALS – Greg reported the wind power and stream mitigation proposals are moving, the carbon sequestration proposal is on hold.  The conservation easement proposal is no longer under consideration, although there is some hope it will be revived.  Interested committee members can contact Greg for details on these proposals.


CONSERVATION PLAN – Work continues on the plan appendices.  


COMMITTEE WEBSITE - The new Wildlife Guide will be posted to our website as BRSR Resource Guide A-6.  We still need several members to submit a biosketch and photo for the committee section. 

NEXT MEETING:   OCTOBER 9, 2010 .  Location to be announced.
