
      COUNCIL CONSERVATION COMMITTEE

  
    BLUE RIDGE MPOUNTAINS COUNCIL – BSA



MEETING NOTES – 11 OCTOBER 2008



CLAYTOR LAKE AQUATICS CENTER

PRESENT:  Dan Brown, Joey Fagan, Dave Foster, Bob Garst, Tom Greene, Greg Harmon, Russ McDaniel, Bill Shiner, Graham Simmerman.

TASK GROUP REPORTS:

Cultural Resources:  

Graham reported the need to map the Reservation’s cultural resources, particularly those relating to mining (as an overlay to our new GIS map). Need to connect our sites to mining activities in the region.  Also need to locate the charcoal pits.  Indian sites located in most of the saddles.  He feels Little Macks Creek may have been used as a trail that connected the major valley trail to points east.  Recommends we look into creating a scouting historical trail from Austinville (lead mines) to the Reservation (the lead vein runs into the Reservation).  We could use the New River Trail to Hiwassee, then cross country into the Reservation)

Greg reported the King Ranch House is being renovated to become the Property Superintendent’s home.  Graham mentioned we need to fix the roof on the springhouse.

Forestry and Fire Management:  

Greg reported the timber operation on First Mt. and the King Ranch areas is suspended –they will be back to clean up some areas.  Currently cutting on the Ottari area.  Bill will draft an article for the Ridge Runner regarding the timber cuts.

Summer Camp Program:

Greg reported that the development of the Foxfire Camp area (old Fish Camp) will create minimum disruption to the environment.

Greg also reported Mountain Man to be expanded to include a new shelter, new shooting range and new campsites.  This will enable the closing of current campsites adjacent to Little Laurel Creek. Also will include footbridges across the creek and the possibility of a solar well for water. (Given the nature of the program at Mountain Man and its inherent dangers, it was also suggested we need to provide a land line phone or other improved communications to the Mountain Man area since the existing means is unreliable).

Several committee members mentioned a need to improve delivery of nature/ecology badges at summer camp.  Revolving staff seems to be a problem in that some staff are assigned on short notice to teach merit badge classes.  It was recommended we explore the possibility of “cross training” staff to enable them to assume teaching responsibilities for nature and conservation merit badges even though assigned to another program area.  It was felt the lesson plans prepared by committee members were useful and we need to prepare additional ones for use in 2009. (Bill will query committee members to identify individuals interested in preparing one or more).  Committee members will be available to assist with staff development during staff week.  Need to coordinate with the camping committee.  Need to strengthen the nature/conservation program with the employment of an assistant director.  Also need to explore the assignment of college and university students taking internships or practicum as staff.

Trail and Campsite Management:

Trail Boss Program:  need patches ordered and the preparation of a brochure.  Also need to define how the program is to be administered.  Dan will work with Greg to fulfill these needs to get the program operational as soon as possible.

Greg reported the Campsites have been reorganized with a better layout.  Some sites and program areas have been mulched.  Additional sites are in need of mulching.  Committee reiterated its recommendation for the Council to purchase both a wood chipper and wood splitter. 

Trail work needs at Ottari and in the backcountry continue.

Wildlife:

Jim Parkhurst is reviewing the current “Wildlife Plan for Campers and Leaders” and will make recommendations for its revision.

The Bear Management Study Committee will meet on Oct. 14 to initiate work on the bear management plan for the BRSR.  

CONSERVATION EASEMENT UPDATE:

The easement proposal is currently on hold pending action by the Council Properties Committee.  The proposal is in need of some revision to more clearly delineate the development zones to be deleted from the easement.  Greg, Bill and Dan will meet with Josh Gibson to revise the map showing clearly delineated development zones.  Once the proposal is revised, Bill will contact Al Croy, chair of the Properties Committee, and set up a meeting to discuss the proposal.

LEAD CONCERNS:

Bill has been in touch with Dave Clark concerning the potential need to reduce the availability of lead on the shooting ranges to wildlife and human exposure.  There are several rather inexpensive methods available to reduce potential lead availability on site and its movement off site due to erosion or ground water penetration.  Dave is exploring the need and potential hazard relative to this concern.

LIGHT POLLUTION:

Joey discussed several recommendations that could be implemented to reduce light pollution on the Reservation.  He will draft Appendix K-4 Light Pollution Management for review by the committee.

CHANGE IN MEETING SITE:

It has been recommended the committee meet at a more centrally located site from time-to-time to make it easier for some members to attend as well as save on transportation costs and conserve energy.  The committee recommended Bill try to locate a more centrally located site for the meeting unless needs dictate meeting on the Reservation.  

(The tentative dates for our 2009 meetings are March 14, June 13, and October 3.)

RESOURCE RAMBLE:

The committee felt we needed to continue the Rambles, setting the next one in mid to late August or early September following summer camp.  We should headquarter the Ramble at the Aquatics Center.  Recommended that Bill query prior participants to ascertain the best date for them to return.

THANKS TO BRMC FOR PROVIDING LUNCH.

AQUATICS CENTER NEEDS:

Laid out path of new road to connect the cabin area to the main road providing for one-way traffic through the cabin area.

Discussed some options to reduce erosion problems in area adjacent to the main building and intersecting roads.

Discussed vegetation needs top protect the waterfront area.

Nature and conservation posters for main building -- several in need of frames and installation in the main building.  Brad is to give Bill a list of unframed posters and their size.  Bill is to check with our aquatic experts to specifically identify which of the species depicted on the posters is likely to be found in the New River area.  These species will be “starred” on the framed posters.

Geology display – needs better layout and new specimens of Nelsonite and Petersburg Granite.  Russ will attempt to locate the specimens.  Bill will work with Greg and Brad to rearrange the display.

NEXT MEETING:  TENTATIVELY MARCH 14, 2009 IN THE CHRISTIANSBURG/BLACKSBURG AREA.

