

GYPSY MOTH MANAGEMENT PLAN




BLUE RIDGE SCOUT RESERVATION

A. GENERAL

The inevitability of gypsy moth infestation on the Blue Ridge Scout Reservation is an acknowledged fact.  This plan is promulgated in an effort to mitigate damage to the Reservation’s forest environment and to reduce risks to user safety and enjoyment. 

The plan is designed to take full advantage of federal, state and local government activities aimed at monitoring and suppressing the gypsy moth.

Since there are no know measures that are economically or environmentally feasible to stop or eliminate the gypsy moth, the primary purpose of this plan is to establish policies and procedures to: 

1. protect critical camp and program areas from excessive defoliation and tree mortality that would materially alter the camp/program area environment or detract significantly from user experiences and enjoyment of the area.

2. protect sensitive species that may be adversely affected or eliminated from the Reservation’s ecosystems.

3. reduce risks to user safety, and

4. reduce risks of artificial spread of the gypsy moth to uninfected areas in

and outside the Reservation.

B.  RESPONSIBILITY

1.  The Council Conservation Committee is responsible for the development and         


      implementation of this plan and to evaluate its effectiveness.

2. The Property Superintendent of the Blue Ridge Scout Reservation is designated as the  Reservation Gypsy Moth Coordinator and is granted authority, within budgetary limitations, to authorize and/or initiate gypsy moth suppression activities on the Blue Ridge Scout Reservation, to monitor gypsy moth activity, and to evaluate their effectiveness.

C.  VULNERABLITY

        The Blue Ridge Scout Reservation is considered to be extremely vulnerable to gypsy moth damage due to its hardwood forests with a  predominance of  oak species. 

D.  CRITICAL AREAS        

                    Critical areas are those deemed to be of significant value or sensitivity to       


justify extraordinary measures to protect from gypsy moth damage.  Critical

            Areas designated within the Blue Ridge Scout Reservation include:

1. Camp Powhatan

2. Camp Ottari

3. King Ranch area

4. Huff Farm area

E.  MONITORING            

1. The Blue Ridge Mountains Council shall cooperate with the STS (Slow the Spread) Program under the Virginia Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services to install and inspect traps to monitor for the presence and abundance of any gypsy moths  on the Reservation.

2. Following designation of Pulaski County as a Quarantine Area, the County’s Gypsy Moth Coordinator is responsible, in cooperation with the Blue Ridge Mountains Council – BSA, to establish and monitor the egg mass survey.

F. TREATMENTS             

1. Until such time as the gypsy moth infestation reaches the Quarantine    Stage in Pulaski County, the STS Program under the Virginia  Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services shall provide treatments to suppress the moth.

2. After Pulaski County is designated as a Quarantine Area, the Blue Ridge Mountains Council – BSA, in cooperation with the County, shall be responsible for treatment efforts (taking advantage of any federal, state or local government assistance  available).

3. Treatments to suppress the gypsy moth shall focus on the Critical Areas of the Reservation as established by this plan.

4. Treatment options include:

a. Bacillus thuringiensis  (B,t.)  -- a bacterial agent

b. Nucleopolyhedrosis virus  (NPV, aka Gypcheck)  --  a viral agent

c.   Diflubenzuron  (Dimilin) --  a chemical agent 

                                      d.   Mating Disruption – Disrup ii  

G.  MANAGEMENT  ACTIONS                                    

1. The Blue Ridge Mountains Council – BSA shall fully cooperate with the Virginia Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services to monitor and treat gypsy moth activities on the Blue Ridge Scout Reservation.

2. When Pulaski County is designated as the lead agency for the Gypsy Moth Program, the Council shall fully cooperate with the County’s Gypsy Moth Coordinator and any efforts to monitor  and suppress gypsy moth damage on the Blue Ridge Scout Reservation.

3. All vehicles entering the Blue Ridge Scout Reservation originating from a Gypsy Moth Quarantine Area shall be inspected for gypsy moth egg masses and moths prior to entry into the Reservation.

a. Unit or group leaders and individual visitors shall be responsible to inspect each vehicle used for travel to or from the Reservation and all equipment to be used while on the Reservation (including any firewood brought to the Reservation) during the period of potential gypsy moth spread (primarily fall, winter and early spring – see Appendix A) to assure no gypsy moth egg masses or moths are present.

b. When deemed appropriate, camp rangers and staff shall spot check vehicles (including Reservation and user vehicles) present on the Reservation for gypsy moth egg masses or moths as often as the opportunity arises.

c. Whenever appropriate, all Reservation vehicles shall be inspected each day to assure no egg masses or moths are present that may be carried to uninfected areas of the Reservation due to normal travel.

d. Any moths or egg masses located during a gypsy moth inspection  shall be removed from the vehicle or equipment and killed or placed in a sealed container for disposal (see Section G.7.).

4. Whenever the Reservation Gypsy Moth Coordinator determines a treatment measure is required, the GM Coordinator shall develop a treatment plan (may be written or oral).  The plan shall be coordinated with the Chairman of the Council Conservation Committee and the Reservation Director for administrative support.

a. Treatment measures that are within previously authorized budget allocations shall be implemented as soon as practicable.

b. Treatment measures that exceed previously authorized budget  allocations shall be approved by the Reservation Director prior to implementation.  

c.  The Council Conservation Committee shall assist in    

      evaluating the effectiveness of treatments to suppress

       the gypsy moth on the Reservation.

5. Individual trees within the Reservation deemed by the Gypsy Moth 

Coordinator to be of high value that are infested with gypsy moths shall be wrapped with burlap bands and inspected each day to remove collected larvae (other means useful in trapping larvae --sticky or Teflon-coated bands -- may also be used as appropriate). 

6. An education program for campers and other users of the 

Reservation shall be implemented to assure all are aware of the presence of gypsy moths on the Reservation  and the measures that are or may be taken to reduce their impact.

7. Live gypsy moth adults, larvae or pupa, removed from 

vehicles, trees, or other locations shall be killed by mechanical means.  Egg masses should be initially sprayed/coated with a biodegradable vegetable oil, then physically removed by scraping into a container of soapy water.  The container should be tightly sealed and placed in the trash for disposal.

8. The Forest Management Task Group of the Council Conservation 

Committee shall investigate the efficacy of initiating silvicultural measures to mitigate the impact of gypsy moth defoliation on the Reservation forest to complement or augment other control measures.

9. Whenever the Gypsy Moth Coordinator determines a need for 

the salvage of trees killed or severely weakened due to gypsy moth defoliation, the Coordinator shall recommend the Forest Management Task Group of the Council Conservation Committee initiate the timber harvest process under the Reservation Conservation Plan. 
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