[image: image1.jpg]























































































At the Blue Ridge Mountains Scout Reservation

Climbing is quickly becoming one of the most popular Troop activities within the Boy Scouts of America.  This guide is designed to both aid your unit in planning its next Climbing Trip and describe the various climbing opportunities that exist at the Blue Ridge Mountains Scout Reservation.
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Designed for unit climbing / rappelling, Climb on Safely is the BSA’s recommended procedure for organizing and managing climbing and rappelling activities at all levels of the Scouting program:  Tiger Cubs, Cub Scouts, Webelos, Boy Scouting, Varsity Scouting, and Venturing.  This program is not designed to prepare leaders to instruct BSA youth in the skills of climbing or rappelling.  Climb on Safely has eight points to help ensure the safety and well being of participants.  This training, while geared toward adults is also very beneficial for older Scouts.  Estimated time 25 minutes.
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1. Qualified Supervision

2. Qualified Instructors

3. Physical Fitness

4. Safe Area



5. Equipment

6. Planning

7. Environmental Conditions

8. Discipline


The Scout Reservation boasts a 50-foot tall, sport climbing tower.  This tower has two low climbs, two high climbs, two low rappels, and one high rappel.  The routes found on the tower are appropriate for beginner to advanced climbers.  The tower provides the perfect location to bring large groups or inexperienced climbers.  

The Council will provided certified instructors and equipment including Helmets, harnesses, and all other technical gear.  Troops should bring enough adult leaders to meet the numbers found in the chart below.  Troops should remind their Scouts to dress appropriately for both the weather and the activity.  Though long pants are not required on the tower, we recommend climbing in loose fitting pants such as army fatigues or old khakis.  Hiking boots do not provide good traction when climbing so remember to bring a pair of shoes with a sturdy base and good traction.   Bring water and sunscreen.

	Number of Scouts
	Number of Adults Required
	Cost

	10 minimum
	2
	The base fee is $100 plus $2 for each person.

Non-scout Groups $150 plus $5 per person

	11-20
	3
	

	21-30
	4
	

	31-40
	5
	


*Sessions run for approximately four hours, please sign up six weeks in advance.


The Scout Reservation has two natural climbing sites that are appropriate for small groups of experienced older Scouts. Both Point Camp and Bark Camp are located in the backcountry; be prepared to hike all gear to the sites.  In addition, with advanced scheduling, we can accommodate groups wishing to climb in other locations such as the New River Gorge.  The typical program will include selecting appropriate climbing sites, setting anchors, and basic knot and belay instruction.  Scouts are required to wear long pants and sturdy shoes.  Please note, this program is dependant upon our retaining an appropriate instructor.


Gear Checklist

· Long Pants

· Layers appropriate for weather

· Hiking boots 

· Shoes to climb in (optional)

· First Aid Kit

· Rain gear

· Gloves

· Lunch and Water

· Backpack

· Trowel and toilet paper

	Number of Scouts
	Number of Adults Required
	Cost Per Person

	6 minimum
	2
	$15

	11-15
	3
	$12









 













The requirements for climbing merit badge are both physically and mentally challenging; Scouts wishing to participate should be at least First Class.  This badge can be taught and earned over the space of one weekend if the participants have practiced the knots and first aid in advance.

	Number of Scouts
	Number of Adults Required
	Cost Per Person

	10-12
	2
	$20

	13-20
	3
	$18











